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OLOMON faith, © The preparations of the Prev. W. 


heart in man, and the anſwer of the tongue, 1. 
are from the Lord.” If the Lord alolie can 
prepare the heart, ſtir it up, or incline it towards 
unfeigned holineſs, how can any man approach 
im acceptably till his heart be prepared by him? 
and how can he know this preparation, except he 


yait in ſilence to feel it? It is by the ſpirit that Eph. it, 


believers have acceſs to the Father, and are not 18. 
the impreſſions and influences of the ſpirit to be 
felt and diſtinguiſhed from the workings of our 
own carnal minds? If they are, ought not be- 
levers to wait patiently in filent ſubmiſſion of ſoul, 
n order to diſtinguiſh when the golden ſceptre is 
tretched out, which gives liberty to approach the 
Sacred Preſence ? And muſt not the preparations 
of the heart by the ſpirit make us ſenſible of our 
real wants, before we can aſk aright; and alſo of 
our miſerable ſtate, before we can ſeek that relief 
which is proper for us? Muſt not the ſpirit like- 
| B wiſe 


Phil. ii. 
13. 


his own inability, ſaith, Pſal. Ixii. 1. Truly my 


ſilence till this will be raiſed in us, and power 


God; for my expectation is from him,” 


„ 


wiſe impart help and conſolation to us, before we 
can rejoice in its ſalvation, praiſe the Lord on the 
banks of deliverance, and make ſweet melody in Wl nec 
our hearts unto him? Can we bow before him in Win | 
true reverence and fear, in faith, till the ſpirit MI and 
hath mercifully begot theſe ſenſations in the ſoul? Mplu 
Muſt not the carnal mind, which is at enmity da, 
with God, be ſilenced in us before theſe impreſſions and 
prevail over all? If we preſume to approach him Whir 
without the ſenſible drawings of his ſpirit, may Writ 
we not ſpeak unadviſedly with our lips, and offer pan 
ſomewhat like the polluted ſacrifice of the wicked, Nit! 
which is an abomination to him, and therefore {Wero: 
cannot be acceptable from a diſciple of Chriſt? MWhbc 
To ſuch the apoſtle faith, © It is God that work- euer 
eth in you, both to will and to do of his good tte 
leaſure.” Muſt we not conſequently wait in Wt t 
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given us to perform a holy worſhip, and to offer 
an offering in righteouſneſs ? 


The influences of the ſpirit are not at our com- 
mand, circumſcribed in our time, or limited 
our wills, and therefore-muſt be humbly waited 
for, ſeeing we can have no acceſs without it ; and 
if that in which all our ſpiritual ability and ſtrength 
is, be not our own, nor at our command, but 
muſt be freely diſpenſed to us afreſh by the great 
Giver, muſt we not ſubmiſſively wait in ſilence 
for his qualifying power, by which alone we can 
move aright? Hence David, deeply ſenſible of 


ſoul waiteth upon (or as in the margin, is filent 
before) God; from him cometh my ſalvation; 
and verſe 5. My ſoul, wait thou only upon 


/ 


. | Do 


1 
he M Do not theſe remarks clearly point out the 
in MW neceſſity of our patiently waiting upon the Lord 
in Win filence for renewed ſtrength, that by the inward 
rit Wand powerful operations of his Spirit, he may 
1? Mpluck the feet of our minds out of the mire and 
ity {clay of corrupt thoughts and carnal inclinations, 
ons ind alſo beget a ſuitable concern and travail of 
im MWhirit in us, that from the ariſing of a true ſpi- 
"ay ntual exerciſe, the mouth may ſpeak what the 
Fer Npanting foul feels when it is athirſt for God; or, 
ed, Mt leaſt, be humbly ſenſible of thoſe ſighs and 
ore N groans begotten therein by the Spirit, which cannot 
ſt? de uttered in words? Is not this concern and 
rk- Mexerciſe wherein the ſoul is deeply engaged, and 
bod tte judgment clearly convinced, more acceptable 
in No the all-ſeeing God, who calls for truth in the 
invard parts, than a multitude of fine unfelt 
expreſſions dropt from the lips, whilſt the heart is 
wandering without due reſtraint, far from a ſenſe 
f his preſence ? Nay, will not five words ſpoke 


Im- om a good underſtanding under the influence 
by f the Holy Spirit, have more weight with the 
ted Halmighty, than five thouſand uttered from a luke- 
and MWrarm, inſenſible, or careleſs mind? Can. we ſup- 
oth {Whole the infinitely wiſe Creator of all things is, 
but Nike ſhort-ſighted man, either to be deceived or 
reat Wicaſed with our much ſpeaking ? Our Lord faith, 
nce WF When ye pray, uſe not vain repetitions, as the 


eathen do, for they think that they ſhall be heard 
r their much ſpeaking. Be not ye therefore like 
ito them; for your Father knoweth what things 
e have need of before ye aſk him,” Mat. vi. 7, 8. 


The inſpired prophet Iſaiah, in the laſt verſe 
{ the fortieth chapter, ſaith, © They that wait 
pon the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength.” In the 
t verſe of the next chapter immediately ſuc- 
ding, he ſhews what is meant by waiting in theſe 
= words, 


let the people renew their ſtrength.” Certainly 


to both; and is not the carnakmind and corrupt 


41 
words, © Keep ſilence before me, O iſlands! and? 


this filence imports the ſame thing as waiting in 
the former verſe, ſeeing the ſame effect is attributed 


imagination here commanded to keep ſilence be. 
fore God, that the ſoul may properly wait and 
watch unto prayer? The prophet adds, * Le d 
them come near, then let them ſpeak.” This alſc 
appears to call the immortal ſoul into deep ſilence 
that therein it may firſt receive divine help to dray 
near in ſpirit to the great Jehovah, and then ſpeak 
forth its humble perition, under a ſenſe of tha 
holy, ſolemn, awful reverence, which 1s due fro 
a dependent creature in its approaches towards it 
Almighty Creator. | 


we 
A certain miniſter of the church of England, 
writing on the Common-Prayer, and the ſentence 
placed at the beginning of the ſervice, obſerves - 
e That prayer requires ſo much attention and {eli gg. 
« renity of mind, that it can never be performegi g. 
« without ſome preceding preparation; for whic oo 
cc reaſon,” ſays he, © according to Bingham's A l. 
« tiquities, vol. 5. book 13. chap. 11, 12. wel uo 
ce the Jews enter into their ſynagogues to pra 5 ; 
« they remain ſilent for ſome time, and medita_h - 
ce before whom they ſtand.” Can we think ſug, x 
a reverent practice amongſt Chriſtians would nd id . 
be more ſuitable and acceptable to him, who nee "op 
not be told what we are, than the too comma - 
cuſtom of haſtily approaching his Sacred Preſencyl him: 
and preſuming to ſpeak to him without previof him 
recollection, and due conſideration before who ter 
they ſtand? _ | ing f 


Charles Wheatly, M. A, Vicar of Brent and Tune 
Pelham in Hertfordſhire. | 


« Ke 


131 
« Keep thy foot, ſaith Solomon, when thou Eeeleſ. v. 
goeſt to the houſe of God, and be more ready to- 
hear, than to give the ſacrifice of fools; for they 
conſider not that they do evil.“ If caution and 
conſideration were requiſite under the law of 
Moſes, which made nothing perfect as pertaining 
to the conſcience, how much more is it ſo under 
the goſpel diſpenſation, which more directly re- 
quires that the Lord be worſhipped in ſpirit and John iv. 
in truth; not feignedly with the lip only, but 23. 
with the whole heart ſpiritually exerciſed ? What 
foot is this that muſt be kept in ſuch ſubjection? 

s it only the foot of the body, and not rather the 
haſty forwardneſs of the carnal mind, that the at- 
tention of the ſoul may become fixed upon God, 

the fountain of all ſpiritual ſtrength and living 
mercies, who muſt teach our hearts to pray, if ever 


we pray effectually ? 


Ifaiah ſaith, “ Thou wilt keep him in perfect Iſa. xxvi. 
peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he 3: 
truſteth in thee,” Can any thing be more con- 
ſtent with a ſilent dependent waiting, than a mind 
ſtayed upon God, in a ſincere confidence and firm 
expectation of Divine Help; and if it behoves a 
Chriſtian to have his mind thus frequently ſtayed 
upon the Divine Power, how much more in ſolemn ' 
worſhip, and near approaches to the Sacred Pre- 
ſence, who cannot poſſibly be deceived, or amuſed 
by the arts of compoſition, or the powers of hu- 
man eloquence; and who has paſſed a ſentence of | 
condemnation on the too common practice of draw- Ipid. xxix iſ 
ing near to him with the mouth, and honouring 13. 1 
him with the lips, whilſt the heart is far from 
him? How can the ſoul any way be more unin- 
terruptedly ſtayed upon him, than in a ſilent wait- 
ing for Divine Help, and the renewings of ſpiritual 

: B 3 I power, 


John x. 


„ 
power, under a ſolid attention to hear what he 
mall reveal unto it, as its preſent duty? | 


Chriſt faith, © My ſheep hear my voice” and, 


| 37+ V+ 5* he further declares, © they know his voice, and à 


wid. xv. 
= 


proſtration before him, give it a deep ſenſe of its 


52 


ſtranger will they not follow.“ Now, what par- 
takes more of the ſtranger's voice than ſelf. will and 
ſelf-ſufficiency in Divine ſervice ? “ Without me, 
ſaith the Lord to his diſciples, ye can do nothing,” 
That is, nothing really and ſubſtantially good, or 
acceptable to God; becauſe himſelf is the Lord 
from heaven, the ſecond Adam, the quickening 
ſpirit, without whoſe influence all we offer is void 
of ſpirit or life. He is that inexhauſtible foun- 
tain of power and wiſdom, of vital holineſs, and 
faving health to the ſoul, which, like the ſap that 
ariſeth from the root of the vine, 1s the life and 
nouriſhment of every branch. Such is the ſenſible 
connection of Chriſt, the true head of the church, 
with che ſeveral members of his ſpiritual body: 
they are dependent upon him, as the branch is on 
the vine, both for life, and the daily ſupply o 
ſpiritual nouriſhment of that life which 1s hid 
with Chriſt in God ; how therefore can they pray 
as they ought, in a ſpirit and manner ſuitable to 
their preſent wants, till he open their hearts, and 
teach them, by the wiſdom of his ſpirit, what to 
pray for? If left to themſelves, may they not aſk 
amiſs, and conſequently not receiye ? How can 
the miniſters of the everlaſting goſpel communi- 
cate the will of God, till they receive illumination 
and ability from his ſpirit, to ſpeak profitably to 
the preſent ſtates of the people? How can any 
come to the throne of Divine Grace without his 
immediate help and influence ? What can raiſe the 
fallen ſoul up to God-ward, and humble it in due 


wants, and of the riches of his love and mercy, 
| VV 
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but the Holy Spirit itſelf? How neceſſary then, 


and reaſonable it is, that we ſhould patiently wait 
in ſubmiſſive ſilence, for the enlightenings and 
quickenings of its heavenly power, to guide both 
heart and tongue in addreſſing the Holy One of 


Iſrael? David ſaith, © The ſacrifices of God are Pſal. Ii. 


a broken ſpirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O7 · 
God! thou wilt not deſpiſe,” What but his 
heart-humbling ſpirit can prepare this ſacrifice in 
the ſoul? If no power but his can do this, muſt 
we not conſequently watch and wait in filence to 
receive its aſſiſtance, and have the impreſſions of 
the ſpirit before we can pray with the ſpirit, and 
with a right underſtanding alſo? And ſeeing the 
Lord is a God of knowledge, and that by him 
our actions are weighed, how careful ſhould we 
be to know what ſpirit governs and influenceth 
our fouls in his ſolemn worſhip ! 


Solomon, under an awful ſenſe of the Divine 
Greatneſs and Majeſty, affords us this neceſſary . 
caution when we preſent ourſelves before him: 

e Be not raſh with thy mouth.” This every one Eccleſ. 
certainly is, who preſumes to ſpeak to the Moſt * - 
High before he hath duly conſidered in whoſe 
3 he is. He adds, „Let not thine heart 

e haſty to utter any thing before God; for God 
ls in heaven, and thou upon earth, therefore let 
thy words be few,” This plainly inculcates, how 
much it behoves us to have a reverent ſenſe of the 
majeſty and purity of the ſupreme ſearcher of 
hearts, and to be deeply humbled into a feeling 
of our inability and nothingneſs, before we addreſs 
him with our lips. e | 


If it is not in man's power duly to prepare his 
own heart, and yet it is his indiſpenſable duty 
deeply and reverently to worſhip the Author of his 

: Oe BW. being 
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1 
being in ſpirit and in truth, how neceſſary muſt ro 


an awful ſilence be, that he may know his ſoulf ne 
prepared by the immediate hand of God to ap. 


roach him acceptably! On the contrary, ho 
inconſiderate, haſty, or 


tice of uttering words to him, which the heart dot 


not underſtand, or of confeſſing a ſtate it neveſ 
ſenſibly experienced! Certainly, if we belie- 


Pr 0: 


hag ve is the pracW" ' 


in t 


wit! 


the Lord is of purer eyes than to behold iniquiiſ e 
with approbation, we muſt conclude, he is more ed 
jealous of his honour than to accept of ſuch dif and 
mulation. Is not an humble, conſcientious, ſilen Heere 
waiting in ſubmiſſion, to be influenced and led by and 
him, abundantly preferable in his fight? Thee k 
how much more the ſighs and expreſſions tha, 
proceed from a real heart- affecting ſenſe of hi pref 
greatneſs and omnipreſence, and of the lownel of f 
and unworthineſs of the creature that conſider! ſ 
itſelf as duſt and aſhes before him! Doth n teac 
ſuch a weighty ſenſe of our meanneſs and inabllit te 
of ourſelves to offer any thing pleaſing to bia ton 
who is an infinite ſpirit ſuperlatively gloriou the | 
unleſs he firſt pan d ae, graciouſly to help o tae C 
infirmities, and teach us to pray as we ought niti 
diſcover more true regard, and real concern Me. 
heart, to offer up a ſpiritual ſacrifice that may bod 
acceptable, through Jeſus Chriſt the great Medi“ of 
tor, who never can intercede with the Father Mane 
accept an infincere hypocritical offering, a bare neg]! 
drawing near to him with the tongue, and be kind 
nouring him with the lips, whilſt the heart is man, 
ſenſible of his fear, and amuſed with other oH Oug! 
ects? Is it not more ſafe and rational to wi pleal 
in ſilence upon the Lord, than thus to decengÞ2e 
our ſouls with ſparks of our own kindling, wat bod' 
ing vain and fooliſh ſelf with a fire of its n 
lighting, inſtead of placing our expectation vpe Vance 
him, who alone can teach his people rightly dir! 


TY ] 


rofit, and enable them to pray with the Spirit, 
ind with a right underſtanding alſo? 


There is an eſſential difference betwixt praying 
in reality as the Spirit ſhall teach us, and praying 
in form as men and books adviſe us. Thoſe who 
neveMWpray under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, pray 
With additional fervency, knowing their attention 
fed on God alone, their underſtandings are open- 
Jed into a true diſcerning of their ſpiritual wants, 
and their ſouls quickened to a lively, humble, ſin- 


diſſ 3 
cere worſhip ; wherein their ſpirits are refreſhed, 


ſilen 


ed Und gain ſtrength in the Lord, and in the power 
TheMot his might. On the other hand, men and books 
tha may furniſh with fair ſeemings and plauſible ex- 
f hu preſſions, but they cannot effect that brokenneſs 
wneMWot ſpirit, that contrition of heart, and ſenſibility 


of ſou] which the Spirit of God gives. They may 
teach to ſay, Lord! Lord! whilſt Satan rules in 
the will and affections, and carries the imagina- 
tions after divers vanities; for nothing leſs than 
the power of the ſpirit can ſubdue and chain down 
the carnal mind. How neceſſary then is an humble 
raiting in ſilence, truly to know what ſpirit we 
ae of, before we offer any thing to the living 
Cod? Without this knowledge we muſt be liable 
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wh o offer ſtrange fire, which the Lord never com- 
ger manded, like the ſons of Aaron, who, through 
„arelnegligence having ſuffered the holy fire, divinely 


1 hFkindled, to go out, preſented a ftrange fire of 
is in nman's kindling, for which they ſuffered death. 
Ought not this expreſſive inſtance of divine diſ- 
pleaſure againſt the preſumptuous ſubſtitutions of 
men afrer their own wills, and in the place of 
God's appointment, to deter mankind from offer- 
ing their own carnal conceptions and contri- 
vances, inſtead of his inward and ſpiritual re- 
quirings ? Ought not this conſideration to ftrike 


every 


[ 10 1 


every one with a deep and awful ſenſe, that ſome 

thing more is due to the great Jehovah, than thoſ 

RY common, careleſs, unfelt modes of worſhip whic 
too many are apt to ſatisfy themſelves with; an; 

Lev. x. 3. more eſpecially as he hath declared, © I will by 
ſanctified in them that come nigh me.” How ca 
he be ſanctified in us, but as his own pure Spit 
awfully prevails in the ſoul, puts it forth in hy 
mility, and influenceth the will and affections b 
its holy quickening energy ? 
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E If Chriſt is indeed our Lord, why are not v. 
more ſeriouſly concerned to honour him in o 
hearts? If he is our maſter, why do we not { 
fear his diſpleaſure, as to endeavour, with all dili 
| | gence, to walk circumſpectly, not as fools, inat 
= tentive to his leadings; but as wiſe, ſeeking t 
redeem the time, becauſe the days are evil ? 
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| The Spirit, by the mouth of Zechariah, faith 
Zech. ii. Be ſilent, O all fleſh ! before the Lord; for he 
E is raiſed up out of his holy habitation.“ Is not: 
modeſt humble ſilence properly due to the preſence 
of the King of kings, and Lord of lords? Doth it 
not beſpeak more real and awful regard to his per 
fect holineſs, wiſdom and power, to wait for his 
Spirit to open our hearts and lips, before we at 
tempt vocally to ſpeak forth his praiſe, than tc 
be haſty in uttering words without true knowledge 
before our all-ſeeing Judge ? Then how approve 
able is the practice of ſolemn ſilent waiting, till 
we receive illumination and ability properly tc 
worſhip the Almighty ! Would the potentates of 
the earth think themſelves treated with becoming 

_ reverence, ſhould their ſubjects and ſervants im- 
mediately approach them with a multitude ol 
words, and continue them the whole time the 
ſtand in their preſence, inſtead of waiting ſilent] 
= | ; 10 
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to hear their pleaſure, and receive their com- 
mands ? How much leſs ought we to expect ſuch 
behaviour is pleaſing, or acceptable from us, to 
him who ſearches all hearts, and knows us better 
tan we know ourſelves; to whom we muſt be 
indebted for the true knowledge of every ſpiritual 


yant, before we can have wiſdom to aſk aright 
according to his will! 


When the prophet Iſaiah was admitted, in a 
viſion, to behold the glorious Majeſty of God, he 

could only cry, © Woe is me!” till a live coal Iſa. vi. 
tom the holy altar had touched his lips, and 
purged away his ſin. What a deep reverence of 

iis Maker, and juſt abhorrence of ſelf filled his 
humbled mind, when he was favoured with this 

awful ſight of the ſupreme glory! How fſelf-_ 
baſing were his ſenſations, and emphatical his 
expreſſions, when he cried, © Woe is me! for I 
m undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips! 
and I dwell in the midſt of a people of unclean 
lips; for mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord 
of Hoſts! How different is this heart-felt ac- 
knowledgment, proceeding from the powerful 
convictions of the Holy Spirit, to thoſe dry, 
brmal, unfelt words that come from the lips of 
bare nominal Chriſtians ! Notwithſtanding every 
diſciple hath not ſo large a portion of the Holy 
bpirit, as this great prophet had, yet every one 
6 graciouſly favoured with a meaſure ſufficient ta 
gender his offering ſpiritual and living. 


We read, that after the aſcenſion of Chriſt, his 
liciples «were all with one accord in one place, aa; ; it, 
en they were filled with the Holy Ghoſt.” 1. 4. 
hough the text doth not expreſly ſay, they were 
ating in ſilence for the promiſe of the Father, yet 
{appears as probable they were, as that they were 

not; 
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not; for there is no mention of any vocal exercif 
amongſt them at that time, before they were in 
fluenced thereunto by that peculiar communi th 
cation and impulſe of the Holy Ghoſt, whenc@... 
« they began to ſpeak with other tongues, as th he 
Spirit gave them utterance.” The attention 
certainly more likely to be fixed upon, and ſtaye * 
in true watchfulneſs towards the Lord, and 1 
mind more fitly prepared to receive the influenc 4 
of his divine light and power, in filent waiting 
than if agitated in a continual practice of runnin 


over a multitude of unfelt expreſſions. 4 
David, by inſpiration, perſonating the Mo * 


Pfal.xlvi. High, ſaith, „Be ſtill, and know that I 4 
Hab. ii, God!” The prophet Habakkuk alſo faith, « T 
20. Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth kee 
ſilence before him!“ Is not the carnal mind 

man included in this prohibition ? What is mo 

likely to ſcatter and divert his attention from t 

right object, than thoughts, imaginations, a 
propenſities of an earthly or ſenſual nature 

What more diſhonourable to the Lord of pe 
fection and purity, than the buſy forward a&in 

of an unprepared and corrupt heart in . 

5 


things? What is more neceſſary to be filenet 8 

than that which is at enmity with God? Wh "ou 

more becoming an humble dependent creatu ah 
ſenſible of the depravity of its nature, of its in. 

« bility to do any good, and of the honour due — 

the preſence of its Creator, than a deeply expri 4 mM 

five ſolemn ſilence before him? | ſe 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt taught hw difciples oh 

Mat. vi. avoid the practice of hypocrites, “ who love 1 

5. 6. 7. pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues, and in the c = 

ners of the ſtreets, that they may be ſeen of me 5 

He alſo directed, When ye pray, uſe not vill. 

| — repetitio in to 


1 


xpetitions, as the Heathen do, for they think 
that they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeak- 
ing! and indeed, what now makes a greater 
hew or figure in religion amongſt many, than to 
aſe long and frequent prayers, and much formal 
evotion, as if their eye was more towards the 
praiſe of men than acceptance with God, and as 
they gloried in empty appearances ? But what 


ater into thy cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy 6. 
door, pray to thy Father which is in ſecret, and 
ty Father, who ſeeth in ſecrer, ſhall reward thee 
openly.” Doth not this teach us, that before 
we approach the Fountain of all wiſdom, to ſhut 
qut every thing that would amuſe or divert the 
tention from the reverence due to the great 
object of our adoration, the giver of every good 
ind perfect gift? Can we be too. ſolid, or feel 
qur hearts, affections, and deſires, too much ga- 
thered out of tranſitory things, into a humbling 
ſenſe of the Divine Preſence, when we apply 
ourſelves to the ſolemn act of worſhipping the 


Majeſty on high ? 


Since waiting upon God in filence for renewed 
frength and ſpiritual wiſdom, to lead our hearts 
and direct our tongues in vocal prayer, or preach- 
ng, makes no oſtentatious ſhew, but rather ap- 
years contemptible to the buly diſpoſition and 
widom of vain man, it is not reaſonable to ſup- _ 
roſe, that this ſelf-denying practice ſhould gain 
the approbation or praiſe of men; yet it muſt 
evidently tend to prevent that great and offenſive 
lypocriſy, of drawing near to the Lord with the 
tongue, and worſhipping him with the lips, whilſt 
the heart is far from him. Can there be any 
fame more fit or proper for the poor ſoul, where- 
in to hear the ſtill ſmall voice of the true internal 

| | Shepherd, 


s the precept of Chriſt ? When thou prayeſt, Mat. vi. 
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27. 


man, or that are uttered either from books, in- 


this to worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth; 


be performed till the ſoul feels its operation aw- 


TT. 
Shepherd, than that of an attentive and ſub.M 
miſſive ſilent waiting? 


Waiting upon God is abundantly recommended 
in holy writ, and waiting in ſilence neceſſarily 
implied in order to hear his voice.“ My ſheep, 
ſaith the great Shepherd, hear my voice.” When 
is the ſoul ſo capable of hearing the quickening 
language of his ſpitit, as in a ſtate of ſilent watch- 
ing for, and waiting to hear what he ſhall give it an 
underſtanding of, and engage it in, as its requiſite 
and reaſonable duty, by the illuminating virtue 
and enlivening power of his holy influence ? 


Our Lord forbids us to uſe vain repetitions 
and what efficacy can thoſe prayers have, which 
are made in the will, and by the contrivance of 


vention, or memory, whilſt the heart neither 
feels the thing the mouth ſpeaks, nor ever expe. 
rienced what the tongue declares ? What are theſe 
but vain repetitions and empty ſounds ? Whilſt 
people remain inſenſible of the real condition of 
their ſouls, and of the true ſelf-abaſing fear of 
God, do they not ſeem to think they ſhall be 
heard for their much ſpeaking, if they content 
themſelves with the frequent repetition of long 
lifeleſs prayers, which they have not ſo much as 
weightily conſidered before they uttered them? Is 


the only worſhip inſtituted by Chriſt in this goſpel- 
day, and therefore the only worſhip acceptable to 
God, who is a Spirit? Can this ſpiritual worſhip 


fully to humble, engage, and impower the mind 
to this ſolemn act? What but the Spirit of the 
Redeemer is able to awaken and ſtir up the im- 


mortal ſoul, and endue it with wiſdom and utter- 


1 


ce, ſuitably to expreſs itſelf, according to and 
der a due ſenſe of its wants ? = 


ſubs 


Chriſt in Spirit is the way, or leading power, to 
e Father: no man can come to the Father but 
him. What is the reaſon why ſo many, who 
rofeſs to be followers of Chriſt, complain of 
andering thoughts, inattention, much coldneſs, 
adneſs, and inſenſibility in prayer, and other 
uties and devotions? Is it not becauſe they are 
o little dependent on the dictates of the Spirit, 
d believe not its ſenſible influence neceſſary to 
ery religious act, nor wait for it to cleanſe the 
houghts of their hearts, and abilitate them to 
mroach the Moſt High and Holy God in truth 

d righteouſneſs ? Is it not becauſe ſuch lean 
do much to their own unſubjected wiſdom and 
nderſtanding, to place their dependence on the 
pirit, and to wait for its reſtraining heart- affect- 


aded 
arily 
eep, 
Then 
ning 
tch- 
it an 
hte 
rtue 


INS; 
hich 
e of 
in- 


ther g power to lead them into all truth, and there- 
xpe- Mere are ſent empty away, and no more truly 
heſe Mefreſhed or benefited by their lifeleſs devotions, 
hilt Wan he who dreams he eateth, but when he 
n of rakes, perceives he is yet empty? Thus they 
r of Wk and receive not, becauſe they aſk amiſs; not 


| be Wha right frame, but in a lukewarm and uncon- 


tent Need ſtate of mind. The enemy is too ſtrong. 
ong ir ſuch worſhippers, and carries their thoughts 
1 as nd imaginations after ſtrange objects, while their 
? Is Ws only approach the Almighty. One ſecret 
th ; Nryer, or deep ſigh from the wreſtling ſoul, 
pel- Noduced by the Eternal Spirit, is of more real 


vice to it, iſſues from it with more fervour, 


ſhip {cvails more effectually with the Father, and 
aw. ocures it more refreſhment than ten thouſand 
aind Win repetitions z becauſe the virtue of the Spirit 
the 


the great Interceſſor being in theſe prayers and 
ds, they cannot but find acceptance. 2 
| ot 
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waiting for the divine aſſiſtance of the Spirit, to 


ſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth? Our bleſſed 


Pſal. li. 


16 1 
Doth not the common complaint of wanderings 
in time of prayer, from thoſe who oppoſe ſilent 


ſpeak or pray according to the will of God, prove 
the neceſſity of ſuch a practice, in order to wor. 


Redeemer faith, « Your Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of before ye aſk him.” Hy 
requiſite therefore 1s it, that he open our under 
ſtandings, ſhew us our true conditions, diſcoye; 
to us our ſpiritual wants, and enable us to pre 
ſent our petitions according to his will, before we 
can ſenſibly aſk for the neceſſary ſupplies, or en 
Abba, Father; and for this end, how incumben 
it is upon us ſilently to wait for his immediat 
help and direction! | 


David faith, . Reſtore unto me the joy of th 
ſalvation, and uphold me with thy free Spirit 
then (not before) will I teach tranſgreſſors thi fr 
ways, and finners ſhall be converted unto thee. io, 


This ſhews, he placed his dependence upon th |,» 


Ibid. ver. others; and therefore prayed, © Open thou 


15. 


renewed influence of the Holy Spirit, and the 
he held no former experiences, however good 
themſelves, ſufficient qualifications for divine ſe 
vice in the time preſent. He knew, that nothin 
ſhort of a freſh ſupply from the Fountain of livin 
virtue could properly enable him to preach t 


B 
lips, and my mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe. ¶ Cod 
| | i that 
Rom. viii. The apoſtle Paul ſaith, © The Spirit alſo hel out 
eth our infirmities; for we know not what are 
ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itſqſ phic 
maketh interceſſion for us with groanings whiq that 
cannot be uttered.” By this juſt acknowledgmeſi man 
it appears, the exerciſe of a mind deeply aftec:g,nq 
is more than words can expreſs, therefore it ſpealMc:llec 


1 | 
to God in unutterable groans ;Athing much de-. 
ſpiſed and ſcoffed at by many profeſſors in this 


age. We ſee however, the apoſtle was not aſhamed 
to own it to be what himſelf and his brethiren ex- 


erings 
ſile r 
1t, to 
prove 


wor · ¶ perienced to be true; which ſhews the ſenſe they 
leſſedi had of their own natural inability and blindneſs, 
what and alſo their firm dependence upon the Holy 
Hoy Spirit, without which they knew not what to pray 


nder for as they ought; and therefore found a neceſſity 
(cover to wait for its renewals upon them, before they 
pre could either pray for themſelves, or preach to 
Tre vel others profitably, and with divine acceptance. 
Yr cr How can we at this day preſume to know what to 
nbenM pray for as we ought without the ſenſible help of 
ediatY the Holy Spirit, if this great apoſtle and his bre- 
thren did not? Yet, is there not ground for 

ſuſpicion, from the common practice of profeſſing 
f thi Chriſtians now, that they do not think themſelves 
pirit it a loſs what to pray for acceptably ; and there- 
's th fore preſumptuouſly offer their invented ſupplica- 
thee. WM tions, without due fear and caution, to him who 
n ti booketh at the heart, and remain inſenſible of the 
tha neceſſity of feeling the Holy Spirit to diſengage 
od ii mem from roving thoughts, and concerns of a 
e ſe temporal nature, and to communicate of that 
thin diſcerning wiſdom and living power which is re- 


ws quiſite to direct their hearts and tongues aright. - 
Cl UL 


ju 
ſe, 


But, notwithſtanding a previous waiting upon 
God is ſo much deſpiſed, the apoſtle intimates, 
that the groanings of the Spirit are effectual with- 
hel out vocal ſounds ; which proves there is an in- 
at Wi ward addreſs deeper than the expreſſion of words, 
ite nich is heard and accepted of God. Let me add, 
whiq mat Jeſus himſelf applied to the Father in this 

e 
Fed 
ſpea 


called Lazarus out of the grave, ſaid, “Father, I 4. 
| C | thank 


manner, when © he groaned in the Spirit twice,“ John xt. 
and afterwards lift up his eyes, and before he 33. 38. 


more need theſe quickenings than in their aſſem- 


1 8 1 


thank thee that thou haſt heard me.“ This fe 


ſhews his fervent groans were accepted, and his of 
requeſt granted, without audible expreſſions; and V 


doth not the compaſſionate Father ſtill regard 

the groans begotten by the Spirit of his Son in 
the hearts of his followers ? Indeed there is much Ml gl 
efficacy in groans that ariſe from this living n. 
principle. 85 M 


The apoſtle Paul faith, * If any man hath not. Cr 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his.—lIf the © 
Spirit of him who raiſed up Jeſus from the dead he 
dwell in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the de 
dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies by his th 
Spirit that dwelleth in you.” When do Chriſtians ®* 


blies for divine worſhip ; and how mult they dif. ſrc 


tinguiſn them, except they wait in ſilence ? Is it Ol 


an unwarrantable preſumption, humbly to wait in 


_ expectation of the promiſed aſſiſtance, to enable 


us ſenſibly to worſhip freely, livingly, and power- “ 
fully, which cannot be, unleſs the Spirit of Chriſt © 
is our helper ? If theſe internal quickenings be the re 
continued privilege of Chriſt's diſciples, and if it cif 
is to the virtue thereof that all our ſervices owe I 
their efficacy and acceptance, can it be right or . 
ſafe to run before, and without that which is the la 
very life of true prayer and preaching ? If nor th 
there is an abſolute neceſſity for, and certain 
great propriety in waiting patiently for it, in ſub- 
miſſive filence, that the ſacrifice may be of the 
Lord's preparing, and that it may be offered ac 
cording to his will, under the immediate conduct 
of his own pure Spirit, Thus qualified, we pra 
with the Spirit and with underſtanding alſo 
which prayer muſt conſequently profit and refre 
the thirſty ſoul; and if a ſilent attention hac 
neither any expreſs command, nor example 

- ſcripture 


= 1 
Th. ſctipture, it is neceflarily implied in many parts 
| his of it, as well as in the nature of true ſpiritual 
and I vorſhip. | 


* Is not the Almighty a moſt pure and perfectly 
nuch! glorious being, dwelling in the light, whom no 
ving i man can approach unto, but by the Spirit of the 
Mediator ? and is not man abſolutely dependent 

on the merciful goodneſs and power of his 

\ not] Creator ? and is it not reuſonable that ſuch a 


f the creature ſhould be made 2 ſenſible to whom 
deag be muſt be indebted for all ſpiritual ability, as 
then vell as temporal favours, before he can approach 
the Sacred Preſence. with becoming reverence ? 
and in what ſtate is he ſo likely to be made 
ſenſible of this, as under an abſtraction of mind 
from earthly cogitations and concerns, into a 

ſilent attention upon the omnipreſent Spirit? 


Theſe things duly conſidered, is it juſt and 
reaſonable to cenſure and deſpiſe any people for 
conſcientiouſly waiting upon God in ſilence, and 
frequently falling into ſuch an heart-engaging exer- 
iſe of ſpirit in his fear, as cannot often be uttered 
in words, and conſequently muſt be experienced 
in lence ? Who can ſeriouſly think, that he who 


that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and trem- ** 
bleth at my word,” will not hear and regard, when 
many hearts are collectively bowed before him 
under an, unfeigned concern and travail of ſpirit ; 
when the ſoul worſhips before him more deeply 
than can be expreſſed by lip or tongue? What 
are the fineſt words and faireſt forms to him who 
teſpecteth not the outward ſhew, but the inward 
efreſll frame of the heart, if they do not convey the 
had ſincere feeling language thereof? . 


pture e C 2 The 


ith, & To this man will I look, even to him Iſa. lavi: 


1. 20 J 


i The apoſtle- utterly diſclaims all ſelf. ſufff. k 

2 Cor. iii, ciency : | * Not, faith. he, that we are- ſufficient 1 
| 5-6. of ourſelves, to think any thing as of ourſelves, 
| but our | ſufficiency is of God, who alſo hath 

made us able miniſters of the New Teſtament, : 

not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the 4 

letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.“ The , 

virtue and excellence of the Chriſtian religion « 

a 

a 

c 


: is juſtly aſcribed to the Holy Spirit. The ſame 
| Ibid. iv. apoſtle declares, * We have this treaſure in earthen 

Tay veſſels, that the excellency of the power may bell . 
of God, and not of us.” Therefore Chriſt hath , 
inſtituted no other worſhip under the new cove- 

nant, but that which 1s performed in ſpirit and 
's in truth; and how. can we perform this till we 
3 have a ſenſe of the Spirit, and feel the virtue 
N of its influence engaging our ſouls in truth to 
this ſpiritual worſhip ? And how can we attain 


this feeling, without patiently waiting in ſilence : 
for 1 its powerful aſliſtance ? 1 
11 the primitive Chriſtians were of nie: b 
ſo inſufficient to think any thing, or to point out c- 
to themſelves their own line of duty according to p 
the divine will, they certainly could not of them . 
ſelves pray or preach to others conſiſtent there m 
with, and therefore were obliged to wait for the ot 
renewals of light and ability from the Holy Spirit th 
wherein their ſufficiency was. If the caſe was ſuch th 
with them, is it leſs ſo with us? It certainly i hi 
not; for we are under the ſame diſpenſation, andi al 
altogether as inſufficient of ourſelves as they coulc | 
be. It is therefore now as requiſite for us, as it 
could then be for them, to wait for divine di- m 
rection and help, to give us a true ſenſe both of th 
our ſtate and duty, and to enable us to the per ti; 
formance of it; and how can we reaſonably ex] in 
pect to receive the aſſiſtance of the Spirit, but by in 
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humbly 3 and waiting in 1 for its 
appearance. and ee in our ſouls; of” S 


The. heavenly 18 of the Holy Spirit is 
the vety life and glory of the goſpel-diſpenſation, 
and is now as ſurely to be diſtinguiſhed by expe- 
rienced minds, as it was in the primitive age; 
elſe why was it promiſed to abide as the, guide 
and leader of true believers; and why doth the 
apoltle exhort © to pray always with all ſuppli- 1 vi. 
cation in the ſpirit, and to watch chereuntg with 18. 
all perſeverance ?” | 

\ 

We read, that after the opening of the ſeventh 
ſeal, ::** there was ſilence in heaven about the ſpace Rev viii 
of half an hour.” If ſilent worſhip is ſuch an ab- 1. 
ſurdity, as to be made the ſubject of ridicule, how 
came it to be found and allowed of in heaven ? 
Was not the great God then obeyed, and adored 
there as profoundly as when they lang hallelyjahs ? 
If ſo, why ſhould an awful ſilent waiting upon 
him be treated, by any, as unprofitable and in- 
conſiſtent with divine worſhip? Why ſhould any 
prefer the modes and forms their own hearts have 
deviſed, or ignorantly eſpouſed, to a ſolemn ſub- 
miſſive waiting in filence, to know the true ſtate 
of the ſoul, and to receive the bleſſed counſel of 
the ſpirit, before they proceed. vocally ta addreſs 
the Dread of nations, or preſume to preach, as in 
his name, and declare any thing as his will, whoſe 
all- -leeing eye is continually upon them 


Elihu plainly expreſſeth, There is a foi in Job xxxit 
man, and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth 8. | 
them underſtanding.” When is the moſt likely 
time to be made ſenſible of this inſpiration { ? That 
in which the mind is attentively waiting upon him - 
in a profound and paſſive. Se or that wherein 
3 "2M 


22 

It is amuſed and buſied with a multitude of words 

and ideas, on various ſubjects? What avails pray- 
ing or preaching without this communicated un- 
derſtanding? Can it be any better than ſounding 
braſs, or a tinkling cymbal ? When people pre- 
ſume to pray without a ſenſe of their real wants, 
and confeſs a ſtate to the omniſcient Being they 
never truly felt, and alſo petition for thoſe ſpi- 
ritual favours and divine ſenſations they ſeek nat 
to feel, do they nat act as if they concluded, he 
will accept of an inſincere devotion, and that he 
is not fo jealous of his honour, as the ſacred 
writings declare he is? 


Beſides the many ſcriptures in favour of a pa. 
tient dependence upan and filent waiting for the 
quickening pawer of the Spirit, ta give us a true 
ſenſe of our wants, and bring ta our remem- 
brance the great obligations we are under to the 
mercy and goodneſs of God, there 1s alfo a cloud 
of witnefſes, who have experimentally profited, 
and edified much more in filence than they ever 
did before they were in the practice of it, who, 1 
believe, can fay in truth and righteouſneſs, that 
when the juſt judgments of an offended God were 
heavy upon them for tranſgreſſion, and their 
tribulations were inexpreſſible, through ſtrong 
heart-breaking convictions of the exceeding finful- 
neſs of ſin, and they lay groaning under it daily 
in great wretchedneſs, without finding any help 
or deliverance from all their awn workings, their 
many and long prayers, and felf-righteouſneſs ; 
then it pleaſed the merciful] Redeemer to open a 
way for them gradually into humble ſtillneſs, and 
to reveal his Son in them, as the precious Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the fin of the world. This 
bleſſed diſcovery raiſed them out of their diſtreſſes, 
and enabled them to ſay, © My foul doth magni? 

| . - the 


the Lord, and my ſpirit rejoiceth in God my 
Saviour ;' for he hath regarded the low eſtate of 
his ſervant.” This inelined them to fit willingly 
at his feet in ſilence, and gladly to receive his 

uring forth of the wine and oil into their bleed- 
ing wounds, till he healed their backſlidings, and 


forgave their tranſgreſſions, For, “if we confeſs 1 John i. 


our ſins (from a real abhorrence of fin) he is 9: 
faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and ta 
cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs.” Wha can 
declare the ſweet conſolation ſuch have felt, who 
believe in his name as ſufficient to purge the con- 
ſcience from dead works, and enable them to ſerve 
him in newneſs of life? Truly, they have expe- 
rienced that teſtimony of David fulfilled in their 


own hearts, „I waited patiently, ſaith he, for the Pſal xl. 
heard my l- 2: 


Lord, and he inclined unto me, and 
cry. He brought me up alſo out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay, and ſet my feet upon 
rock.“ Thus they were brought out of darkneſs 
into light, and came to know, that whereas they 
had been ſpiritually blind, now, by the grace of 
God, they had received their ſight, and by this 
power of diſcerning, learn not to truſt to them- 
ſelves, or their own works, but attentively ta 
watch, and ſilently to wait, both to hear what the 
Spirit ſaith to the churches, and what it requires 
of them in their own particulars, that by its 
heavenly power every thought might be brought 
into the obedience of Chriſt, Thus they have 
been taught, and da certainly know, that no man 
can come to the Father, but by him; nor that 
any can ſufficiently. ſee their own fins, truly re- 
pent, effectually cry for deliverance, or rejoice in 
his ſalvation, but as his ſaving power is exerciſed 
in them, and their minds become ſubjected there- 
unto, This is the power they have learnt ta 
wait for, and depend upon ; in which dependent 

C 4 ſtate 
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ſtate they meet with the Lord as a quickening 
Spirit, hear him inſtruct them with convincing 
clearneſs, and feel his preſence to impart fret 
life and ſtrength to their ſouls ; for he till ſpeak 
in his ſpiritual manifeſtation, as he did in hi, 
bodily appearance, with divine authority, and a 
never man ſpoke, and is the author of eternal {al 
vation to all that obey him. Theſe can experi 
mentally ſay, that he is come to teach his peopli 
himſelf, and that he is made unto them wiſdom 
to direct their ſteps in the way to the kingdom 
righteouſneſs, to clothe their ſpirits; their fancti 
fication and complete redemption ; as they ar 
concerned not only to receive him in the begin 
ning as their Lord and Saviour, but allo to gro 
up and perſevere in the power of the Spirit, car 
neſtly deſiring to be rooted and built up in it 
divine nature, and eſtabliſhed in the true fait 
The Lord alone can profitably apply the preciou 
promiſes to the poor ſoul, as he leads it throug 
the various progreſſive ſtates to which the promiſe 
belong; by whoſe guidance his faithful followe 
are brought to eſcape the corruptions that are | 
the world, and meaſurably to became partake 
of the divine nature. od 
Chriſt dwells in the hearts of theſe by fait 
as the holy, powerful, appointed minifter of t 
ſanctuary and true tabernacle, which God hat 
pitched, and not man. He not only teacheth in 
fallibly and convincingly, but alſo raiſeth a hunge 
and thirſt after a cloſer union with himſelf, and 
fuller poſſeſſion and enjoyment of his everlaſtin 


righteouſneſs. Thoſe who have attained this ex 
perience, cannot but eſteem the time well ſpent 1 
filently waiting for his inſtruction what to pr 
for, and that he may open their underſtandings t 
diſcern their preſent duty, and how to apply th 
ſacred writings to real profit, and alſo to comme 

. h moral 
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ate what great things he has mercifully done 
; their needy. ſouls, both without and within 
em. - This frequently melts them into tears of 
affected contrition, and humble gratitude ; in 
tich ſtate they can adore his goodneſs, and 
jt up their petitions without a prayer-book, and 
ten without any vocal ſound; for he is then 
zown to be in his temple, and the earthly part is 
perfect ſilence before him. What ſober perſon, 
o conſiders how. awful a thing it is to worſhip 
e great Jehovah in ſpirit and truth, can lightly 
nſure or diſapprove of ſuch a ſilent dependence 
his power, to help the poor creature under its 
uifold infirmities ? © Reſt in the Lord, faith Pal. 

id, or as in the margin, Be ſilent to the Lord, **xvii. 2. 
d wait patiently for him; wait on the Lord; aud xxvii, 
of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine 
art, Wait, I ſay, on the Lord.” N 


RokkRr 
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RovyrT BarcLay, in his Apology for the tr 
Chriſtian Divinity, as held forth by the peop 
called Quakers, has wrote ſo clearly on t 

ſubject in his eleventh propoſition, that a fe 
quotations from this author may ſerve to 

luſtrate the foregoing reaſons, and confirm 
teſtimonies of many experimental witneſſes ( 
the ſubject, and profitableneſs of ſalemn ſilence 


N his propoſition on worſhip, in ſect. 6. 
has theſe remarks : We judge it the duty 
« all to bediligent in the aſſembling of themſel 
« together, and when aſſembled, the great w 
ce of one and all ought to be to wait upon G0 
« and returning out of their own thoughts ; 
te imaginations, to feel the Lord's preſence, a 
c know a gathering into his name indeed, whe 
« he is in the midſt, according to his promi 
cc And as every one is thus gathered, and fo 
ce together inwardly in their ſpirits, as well 
ce outwardly in their perſons, there the ſec 
« power and virtue of life is known to refre 
ce the ſoul, and the pure motions and breathin 
c of God's ſpirit are felt to ariſe ; from whit 
« as words of declaration, prayers or praiſes ar 
cc the acceptable worſhip is known, which edi 
« the church, and is well-pleaſing to God. A 
c no man here limits the Spirit of God, 
ce bringeth forth his own conned and gather 
ce ſtuff; but every one puts that forth which t 
« Lord puts into their hearts: and it is utte 
« forth not in man's will and wiſdom, but int 
e evidence and demonſtration of the ſpirit a 
© of power. Yea, though there be not a wc 
« ſpoken, yet is the true ſpiritual worſhip p 
TI | AK form 


armed, and the body of Chriſt ediſied; yea, 
t may, and hath often fallen out among us, 
that divers meetings have paſt without one 
yord z and yet our ſouls have been greatly 
ified and refreſhed, and our hearts wonder- 
Willy overcome with the ſecret ſenſe of God's 
Wover and ſpirit, which, without words, hath 
deen miniſtered from one veſſel to another. 
This is indeed ſtrange and incredible to the 
nere natural and carnally-minded man, who 
jill be apt to judge all time loſt where there 
snot ſomething ſpoken that is obvious to the 
wtward ſenſes ; and therefore I ſhall inſiſt a 
lctle upon this ſubject, as one that can ſpeak 
om a certain experience, and not by mere 
tearſay, of this wonderful and glorious diſpen- 
tion ; which hath ſo much the more of the 
nidom and glory of God in it, as it is con- 
rary to The nature of man's ſpirit, will, and 
dom,” “ | | | 


He alſo in ſect. 7. on ſilent waiting on God, 
weſſes himſelf thus: © For many thus prin- 
cipled, meeting together in the pure fear of the 
Lord, did not apply themſelves preſently to 


att: ak, pray, or fing, Kc. being afraid to be 
28 art und acting forwardly in their own wills, but 
\ eg» made it their work to retire inwardly to 


e meaſure of grace in themſelves, not being 
nly ſilent as to words, but even abſtaining 
tom all their own thoughts, imaginations, and 
(elires; ſo watching in a holy dependence 
ion the Lord, and meeting together not only 
wtwardly in one place, but thus inwardly in 
ne Spirit, and in one name of Jeſus, which is 
bis power and virtue, they come thereby to 
joy and feel the ariſings of this life, which, 
$ it prevails in each particular, becomes as a 
= | « flood 


Prov. 
XVII. 19. 


Iſai. x. 
20. and 
xxvi. 3. 


c ſently be chained down and judged out. / 


« ing itſelf with the worſhip of God. 


proved the neceſſity and advantage of it, he 
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& flood of refreſhment; and overſpreads the wh 
te meeting: for man, and man's part and wiſdo 
et being denied and chained down in every 
& dividual, and God exalted, and his grace 
« dominion in the heart; thus his name con 
« to be one in all, and his glory breaks for 
«and covers all; and there is ſuch a holy 
«© and reverence upon every ſoul, that if the! 
«tural part ſhould ariſe in any, or the wife 
«or what is not one with the life, it would p 


« when any are, through the breaking forth 

c this. power, conſtrained to utter a ſentence 

c exhortation or praife, or to breathe to the L 

ce in prayer, then all are ſenfible of it; for 

& life in them anſwers to it, as in water 

cc anſwereth to face. This 0 that divine: 
t 


ce ſpiritual worſhip, which (the world neit 
© knoweth nor underſtandeth, which the y 
« ture's eye ſeeth not into. Yet many and g 
« are the advantages which my foul, with m 
ce Others, hath taſted of hereby, and Which we 
e be found of all ſuch as would ſe 
e themſelves hereunta: for, when p 
ce gathered thus together, not merely to 
© men, nor depend upon them, but all are 
« wardly taught to ſtay their minds upon 
« Lord, and wait for his appearance 1n't 
« hearts; thereby the forward working of 
« ſpirit of man is ſtayed and hindered from. 
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In ſe. 15. after having deſcribed the 
worſhip in ſpirit eſtabliſhed by Chritt, and cle 


ceeds thus: He hath alſo inſtituted an in- 
cc and ſpiritual worſhip : ſo that God now WF." 
not his people to the temple of Jeruſalem, 


Fo 
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yet unto outward ceremonies and obſervations ; 
but taketh the heart of every Chriſtian for a 
temple to dwell in; and there immediately 


he wh 


wiſdo 


ene appeareth, and giveth him directions how to 
ie con ſerve him in any outward acts. Since, as 
ks for Chriſt argueth, God is a Spirit, he will now 
holy be worſhipped in the Spirit, where he reveals 
the himſelf, and dwelleth with the contrite in 
wiſe p beart. Now, ſince it is the heart of man that 
wuld I ow is become the temple of God, in which he 
it. will be worſhipped, and no more in particular 
forth outward temples, ſince, as bleſſed Stephen ſaid 


out of the prophet, to the profeſſing Jews of 


1tence 


the I old, 'E he Moſt High dwelleth not in temples 
for nade with hands, As before the glory of the 
ater Lord deſcended to fill the outward temple, it 
vine behoved to be purified and cleanſed, and all 
| nei} polluted ſtuff removed out of it; yea, and 


the place for the'tabernacle was overlaid with 


the | ; : | 
gold, the moſt precious and cleaneſt of metals; 


and g 


th mb allo before God be worſhipped in the inward 
ch va temple of the heart, it muſt alſo be purged of 
ſly ar its own filth, and all its own thoughts and 
ople imaginations, that ſo it may be fit to receive 
to he Spirit of God, and to be actuated by it. 
are And doth not this directly lead us to that in- 


nard ſilence, of which we have ſpoken, and 


upon 
E [WM exactly pointed out? And further, this wor- 
g of hip muſt be in truth; intimating, that this 
rom MW piritual worſhip, thus actuated, is only and 


properly a true worſhip.” —— 
* Franciſcus Lambertus,“ as quoted by Robert 
clay, in fect. 18. © ſpeaketh well, tract. 5. of 
prophecy, chap. 3. ſaying, Where are they now 
nat glory in their inventions, who ſay, A fine 
nvention ! A fine invention ! This they call 
nyention, which themſelves have made up; 
«but 


. 


ro] 


« hut what have the faithful to do with fie 
*« kind of inventions ? It is not figments, nor) 
tc inventions, that we will have, but thingy th 
ec are ſolid, invincible, eternal, and heaven 
© not which men have invented, but which G0 
tc hath revealed: for if we believe the ſcripture 
© our invention profiteth nothing, but to pr, 
© yoke God to our ruin. And afterwards, * 
te ware (faith he) that thou determine not pr, 
© ciſely to ſpeak what before thou haſt meditate 
& whatſoever it be; for though it be lawful t 
tc determine the text which thou art to expound 
« yet not at all the interpretation; leſt. if the 
, tc ſo doſt, thou take from the Holy Spirit th 
« which is his, to wit, to direct thy ſpeech, th 
tc thou mayeſt propheſy in the name of the Lor 
ce void of all learning, meditation, and expe 
te ence, and as if thou hadſt ſtudied nothing 
« all, committing thy heart, thy tongue, 2 
« thyſelf wholly unto his Spirit, and truſti 
tc nothing to thy former ſtudying or meditatio 
ec but ſaying with thyſelf, in great confidence 
e the divine promiſe, The Lord will give a wo 
© with much power unto thoſe that preach t 
c goſpel. But, above all things, be careful thi 
« follow not the manner of hypocrites, who ha 
tc written almoſt word for word what they are 
« ſay, as if they were to repeat ſome verſes up 
« a theatre, having learned all their preaching 
te they. do that act tragedies. And afterwar 
c when they are in the place of propheſy! 
& pray the Lord to direct their tongue; but 
« the mean time, ſhutting up the way of t 


ay 


* 


® It is not intended by us to adopt the ſentiment o 
liberty to determine or chooſe the text; that, as well as 
ſition, ought to be left to the diftates of the Holy 5p 

See the whole ſection in R. B. 's Apology, | 
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Holy Spirit, they determine to ſay nothing but 
| what they have written. 
prophets, yea, and truly curſed, which depend 
not upon God's Spirit, but upon their own 
writings or meditation! Why prayeſt thou to 
the Lord thou falſe prophet, to give thee his 
Holy Spirit, by which thou mayeſt ſpeak 
things profitable, and yet thou repelleſt the 
Spirit ? Why preferreſt thou thy meditation 
or ſtudy to the Spirit of God? otherwiſe, why 
committeſt thou not thyſelf to the Spirit.” 


« Sect, 22. That there is a neceſſity of this 

inward retirement of the mind as previous to 
prayer, that the Spirit may be felt to draw 
thereunto, appears, for that in moſt of thoſe 

places where prayer. is commanded, watching is 
prefixed thereunto, as neceſſary to go before, 

s Mat. xxiv. 42. Mark xiii. 33. and xiv, 38. 
Luke xxi. 36. from which it is evident, that 

' this watching was to go before prayer. Now 

to what end is this watching, or what is it, but 

a waiting to\fee] God's Spirit to draw unto 
prayer, that ſo it may be done acceptably ? For | 
i ſince we are to pray always in the ſpirit, and Eph. vi 
cannot pray of ourſelves without it acceptably, 18. 

this watching muſt be for this end recommend- 

ed to us, as preceding prayer, that we may 

watch and wait for the ſeaſonable time to pray, 


which is when the Spirit moves thereunto,” 


O unhappy kind of 
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